BILLS OF SPECIAL INTEREST

Indiana State General Assembly

2008 Regular Session

(Updated January 16th)

SB250 – Indiana State Veterans Home – Authored by Senator Tom Wyss, Fort Wayne, In.  Transfers responsibility for the Indian Veterans Home in Lafayette from the state health commissioner to the department of veteran’s affairs.

Referred to the committee on Homeland Security, Transportation and Veterans Affairs.  Heard by the committee on 15 January.  The military Veterans Coalition testified in support of this bill. Passed by committee and forwarded to the House for further action.

Action Recommended:

· Monitor this bill

· Contact respective senators and representatives and advise them that you are in favor of this bill and request they cosponsor.

· Be prepared if requested to testify in favor of this legislation

HB1161 – taxation of military pension benefits or salary. Authored by Representative Bill Ruppel, Manchester, Indiana. Phases in over six years a 100% individual income tax deduction for all military pay, including retirement and survivors benefits.

Referred to the house committee on Ways and Means but not yet scheduled.  The Military / Veterans Coalition is strongly in favor of this bill.  This is landmark legislation and represents a significant improvement over previously passed legislation.

Immediate Action recommended:

· Notify Rep Ruppel, Manchester, In. and thank him for introducing this bill.

· Write / Telephone Representative Bill Crawford, Ways and Means Committee Chairman and other committee members.  Strongly indicate your support and request he insure that the bill receives a hearing.

· Contact you respective representative and advise him / her that you’re in favor of this bill and request he / she cosponsor.

· Be prepared at short notice to attend and if necessary testify at a Ways and Means committee meeting in favor of this bill.

