Military / Veteran Bills Enacted by 2011 Indiana General Assembly
SB 39 - Tax structure study  (Updated April 25, 2011)
Requires the commission on state tax and financing policy to study how the Indiana income tax structure, including existing and potentially new income tax credits and deductions, may influence a senior's decision on residency in Indiana after retirement. Requires the commission to study whether each of the local option income taxes affect the ability of political subdivisions to provide services to (1) a facility that employs a significant number of individuals who reside in another county; and (2) the individuals who reside outside the county and commute to jobs at the facility. Requires the commission to study whether political subdivisions should be provided additional financing options for providing such services. Requires the commission to study how local option income taxes should be distributed within a county to local units of government.
SB 577 - Financial aid  (Updated April 27, 2011)
Names certain private colleges that qualify as approved postsecondary educational institutions. Specifies that students with associate degrees shall be treated the same as other applicants for scholarship awards. Requires attainment of a minimum cumulative grade point average to retain certain scholarships. In addition, with respect to the twenty-first century scholars program, specifies that certain applicants must attend an academic success program and meet certain financial need criteria. Limits scholarships and tuition remission programs to courses for an undergraduate degree and requires the scholarships be used in not more than eight years. Permits a scholarship to be used for summer classes and provides special rules for professional degree students. Provides a formula for calculating certain scholarships and tuition remission programs. Indicates that changes affecting tuition remissions for children of certain veterans apply only to children of veterans who enlist after July 1, 2011. Establishes a program for the collection of data from private colleges. Provides civil immunity to persons who provide the student data. Merges the higher education award fund and the freedom of choice grant fund. Makes other related changes.
HB 1109 – Military service information on BMV documents (Updated April 27, 2011)
Provides that an identification document issued by the United States Department of Defense, a branch of the uniformed services, the Merchant Marine, or the National Guard that has no expiration date or an indefinite expiration date is an acceptable proof of identification for voting. Requires the bureau of motor vehicles (BMV) to put an indication of an individual's status as a veteran of the armed forces of the United States on an individual's license, permit, or identification card if the individual wishes to have the indication put on the license, permit, or identification card and provides proof of discharge from the armed forces. Makes technical corrections.
