MILITARY/VETERANS COALITION of INDIANA

Website: www.inmilcoal.org

Minutes of the 9 September 2011 Meeting at Fort Harrison VFW Post #7119

Members Present:  Dennis Danielson, NARFE; Emmy Hildebrand, Senator Lugar’s Office; Jim Davis, MOAA; Ron Martin, VFW, AmVets: George Simpson, PVA; Bob Tate, AFA; Richard Simers, PHV; Linda Berner, PHV; Harold Henneke, AFA;  Bill Ensign, MOAA; Christy Broady, WCMP; Tom Bunks, VFW; Mike Malast, AFA, AFSA; Russ Eaglin, Mayor’s office, VSO; Jack Beaty, KWVA; and Jim Bauerle, ROA.   
President Ron Martin opened the meeting at 0930 hours.

Minutes of 5 August were reviewed and approved.

Marion County Service Officer: Russ Eaglin reviewed recent developments in the Mayor’s Advisor Council for Veterans (MAC-V) and the coalition of veteran services.  Discussion concerned the communications with vets and coordinating associations including using Face book and Twitter to reach younger vets.  Also discussed was their formation of sub-committees to include: economic development, suicide prevention efforts, etc.   There are 62,000+ vets in Marion County.  

2012 Legislative Goals were submitted to the members present and discussed (see separate cover or website).  Five separate goals included securing full State Income tax exempt status for all federal military income, modifying the IN Veteran Affairs Trust Fund, securing a combat duty bonus, instituting a $1000 corporate tax credit/vets and a feasibility study for a Gulf War Monument on the veterans mall.  Goals can be amended/added to before and during the 2012 session.

Weir Cook Memorial Project:  Christy Broady updated the members present. The Memorial Motorcycle Ride was eclipsed by another ride the week before and only 10 of the promised 60 riders showed.  Other events were reviewed and several grants have been applied for.  New committee was formed to assist Christy and coordination with the airport board.

VA Veteran House:  Ribbon cutting set for 14 October & Open House.  Vet home will be turned over to the VA at some point.  Donation Bricks are still available.   

Coalition By-Laws deferred to next meeting.    

UPCOMING EVENTS:  6 Nov Flanner & Buchanan dinner for vets. & 12 Nov Retiree/Vet Appreciation Day with schedule modified to morning event only.

Next Meeting:  7 October 2011

