HARVEY WEIR COOK, HOW MANY REMEMBER?

After Col. Harvey Weir Cook, a World War I ace, lost his life while flying in World War II the Indianapolis Airport was named after him, i. e., Weir Cook Municipal Airport. In 1976 the airport was renamed the Indianapolis International Airport as International flights became more prominent.

As the new Indianapolis airport terminal is opened on October 28,2008, what could be more fitting than adding Cook's name back to the airport title, i. e.,  “Indianapolis Weir Cook International Airport?"  It would restore dignity to Colonel Cook’s memory and also honor his family.

 

Your help is needed, if you agree as many of us do, that Col. Cook's name should be returned as part of the airport's title.

Following are the names and addresses of the prime persons to contact:

 

Randall Tobias, President, Indianapolis Airport Authority, 
Indianapolis International Airport, 
Main Terminal-Administration Bldg.
2500 South High School Road, #100 
Indianapolis, IN 46241–4941, 

Phone 317 487 9594

 

Other Members of  the Airport Authority have the same address and Phone No. as the president. 

 

Lacy M. Johnson, Vice President

 

Alfred R. Bennett, Secretary

 

N. Stuart Grauel, Treasurer

 

Robert H. Voorhies, Member

 

Shirley M. Haflich, Member

 

Kelly J. Flynn, Member

 

Michael Stayton, Member

 

Jack Morton, Advisory Member

 

Lynn Gordon, Advisory Member

 

John J. Kish, Executive Director

 

Gregory A. Ballard, Mayor
City of Indianapolis 
2501 City County Building
200 E Washington Street
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Phone 317 327 3601

Fax 317 327 3980

 

                    HIGHLIGHTS OF HARVEY WEIR COOK’S CAREER

 

Harvey Weir Cook was born in Wilkinson, Indiana in 1892.  He attended schools in Indiana, including Depauw University in Greencastle, and Washington & Jefferson University in Washington, Pennsylvania. 

 

Shortly before the United States entered World War I, Cook left the university in Pennsylvania to go to France and join its ambulance corps. When the U. S. entered the war Cook enlisted in the aviation section of the Army Signal Corps.  After flight training, he was assigned to Captain Eddie Rickenbacker’s famous “Hat in the Ring “ 94th Aero Squadron. 

 

He was Indiana’s first combat ace of World War I and was credited with seven aerial victories.  He received the Distinguished Service Cross twice for extraordinary heroism in action. The award is one step below the Medal of Honor.

 

After World War I, Cook helped reform the U.S. Air Mail Service and was one of the first transcontinental airmail pilots. Later in Indianapolis, he was involved in the development of the first dive bombing sight for the United States Army.

 

He fought for military recognition of the airplanes’ potential and was part of the group of officers who “lost favor” with the Army during the court martial of General Billy Mitchell.

 

He resigned his Army commission in 1928 to become vice president and general manager of the Curtis Flying Service of Indiana, located in Indianapolis.

 

Cook served for many years as director and vice president of the American Legion National Aeronautics Commission in Indianapolis. The Legion’s National Headquarters was eventually established in Indianapolis.

 

Cook became involved in recognizing the Wright Brothers’ contributions to flying.  The Smithsonian did not recognize the brother’s flight at “Kitty Hawk” in 1903 as the first powered aircraft flight. Due to his persistence the flight was eventually recognized in 1940 as the first.

 

Weir Cook was a member of the Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce Airport Siting Committee, which picked the site for the Indianapolis airport. The airport opened in 1931and Cook was the airport’s first manager. 

 

Most aviation old timers knew Cook and his untiring efforts to advance aviation as the nation’s most valuable asset in war and peace. Cook taught flying to Indianapolis youths and organized the “Flying Cadets,” which probably led to the formation, in 1963, of the Civil Air Patrol’s Weir Cook Cadet Squadron. The squadron became one of the Indiana Civil Air Patrol Wings oldest and most decorated.

 

Cook achieved the rank of Colonel in the 38th Division of the Indiana Air Guard located in Indianapolis. Early in 1941, Cook went back into Air Force service as a procurement officer.

 

After December 7, 1941, he lobbied for an active assignment and became the commander of U. S. Air Bases in New Caledonia. He died there on March 24, 1943, in an airplane crash while training pilots for combat.

 

In 1944 a Liberty Ship was christened H. Weir Cook.

 

One of the outstanding aviation events in the history of America took place in Indianapolis on March 24-28, 1944. The Weir Cook Memorial Committee, the Army Air Forces Material Command and many manufacturers of aviation equipment in the area arranged an exhibit of aviation items and a dinner in Col. Cook’s honor. 

 

It was at the formal dinner at the Scottish Rite Cathedral in Indianapolis, on March 28,1944, that the Indianapolis Municipal Airport was rededicated and named “Weir Cook Municipal Airport.”   General H. H. Arnold arranged for the guest speaker. A list of invited guests included Orville Wright, Eddie Rickenbacker, Charles A. Lindbergh, and officials of General Motors, Curtiss-Wright, RCA, Lucas-Harold, Ford Motor Company, Bendix, Studebaker, Republic Aviation, Bell Aircraft etc.

 

In 1976 Weir Cooks’ name was dropped from the airport’s title due to increased International passenger arrivals and departures and it was renamed the ”Indianapolis International Airport.”

 

As so often happens, through the passage of time, Weir Cook’s name has been erased  from the memory of the millions who have already passed through the Indianapolis airport, as well as those who will pass through in the future.

 

A FEW OF THE 60 PLUS U. S. CIVILIAN AIRPORTS THAT HAVE BEEN NAMED AFTER NOTABLES OR FORMER MILITARY PERSONNEL

 

Ted Stevens Anchorage International Airport, Anchorage, Alaska 
Washington Dulles International Airport, Washington, D.C.
Gerald R. Ford International Airport, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Chicago O’Hare International Airport, Chicago, Illinois
Colonel James Jabara Airport, Wichita, Kansas
Chennault International Airport, Lake Charles, Louisiana
Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport, New Orleans, Louisiana
Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport, Baltimore, Maryland
Trent Lott International Airport, Pascagoula, Mississippi
Spirit of St. Louis Airport,  St. Louis, Missouri
La Guardia Airport, New York, New York
Rickenbacker International Airport, Columbus, Ohio
General Mitchell International Airport, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

 

