Airport renaming gets a hearing
New panel will study proposal to retake the Weir Cook name

Unlike other high-profile venues, no lucrative payday awaits Indianapolis International Airport if a decision is made to rename it in honor of a World War I hero.
The costs of retaking the name of Harvey Weir Cook would be borne by the airport.
"Changing the airport name would involve highway signs and stationery, and you've got to figure out what else needs to change, and we have not done that," said Airport Authority Executive Director John J. Kish.
The seven-member Airport Authority board on Friday took testimony from three members of the City-County Council, which voted 25-3 two weeks ago to support a name change.
Veterans groups and others have pushed the name change for several years. They want to add Cook's name to the $1 billion terminal that will open Oct. 28 at 7800 Airport Terminal Drive , about a five-mile drive southwest of the existing terminal at 2500 S. High School Road .
On Friday, airport board President Randall Tobias appointed a committee to study the issue and report back during the authority's July 18 meeting.
"I think it is appropriate for a matter this important to be given careful consideration, and that is what we intend to do," Tobias told a crowded boardroom. Among attendees were several military veterans.
Cook, born in Hancock County in 1892, was an aviator who shot down seven German planes during World War I. When World War II broke out, he volunteered for service and was killed in a plane crash in 1943 near an air base in New Caledonia .
The next year, Indianapolis named its airport for him. The name remained until 1976, when a yet-to-blossom city decided to switch in an effort to build its credibility.
Nowadays, a display about Cook can be found in the airport's baggage claim area.
Veterans and others have lobbied at different times for the return of Cook's name.
"They didn't worry about it (money) when they changed it from Weir Cook to Indianapolis International Airport , so they shouldn't worry about it now," retired Air Force Lt. Col. Harold Henneke, 88, Nashville , said after the meeting Friday.
City-County Council President Bob Cockrum said the timing seems ideal. "All that signage is going to have to change anyway," he told the board. "It seems economical to do it at this time."
But that may not be so simple, the airport says.
Any name change would affect all businesses at the airport, including those that lease space.
Will Wingfield, spokesman for the Indiana Department of Transportation, said signs already are printed and ready to be installed, likely in September.
"At this point, if we're to change them, they would not be available until after the new airport is to open up," Wingfield said.
New airport signs are part of a $2.9 million highway sign project that includes renaming the Airport Expressway as Sam Jones Expressway, for the late Sam Jones, who was president of the Indianapolis Urban League.
"There only are so many names you can add" to a sign, Wingfield said.
Tobias said a possible funding source might be $5 million earmarked for eventual demolition of the existing airport.
No additional public hearing will be conducted on the renaming issue, but Hancock County resident Christy Broady -- who is pushing for the change -- said she is not concerned. The airport board seems eager to receive e-mails or letters voicing opinions about the issue, she said.
"We're being heard," Broady said
